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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MANAGU 03741 141434Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 ICAE-00 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 
PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 MCT-02 /054W 

088046 141445Z/53 

OR 141415ZAUG78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7431 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 3741 

FOR ARA/CEN/N- WELTER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL NU 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL GUARD REASSIGNMENTS 

THE ANNUAL CHANGES IN NATIONAL GUARD OFFICER ASSIGNMENTS WAS 
ANNOUNCED AUGUST 12. THIS SHUFFLING OF OFFICER POSITIONS IS A 
ROUTINE ANNUAL AFFAIR. REPEAT ROUTINE ANNUAL AFFAIR, AND OUR 
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS IS THAT THEY WERE NO SURPRISES. THE 
ONLY NOTEWORTHY ASPECTS WERE ITS DELAY AS THE REASSIGNMENTS 
ARE NORMALLY ANNOUNCED 

ON MAY 27. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THE DELAY WAS DUE TO STEPPED 
UP TERRORIST ACTIVITIES AND THAT PRESIDENT SOMOZA DECIDED 
THAT TIMING WAS NOT PROPITIOUS FOR CHANGE OF COMMANDERS IN 
CERTAIN AREAS. ANOTHER ASPECT WORTH NOTING WAS THE REMOVAL 
OF THE MANAGUA CHIEF OF POLICE WHOSE TOUGH TACTICS GAVE HIM 
AN UNSAVORY REPUTATION, EVEN AMONG SOMOZA SUPPORTERS. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
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